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Planning for the long-term
At North Coal, we recognize the
importance of planning ahead.
As our project prepares to enter
the regulatory review process,
we have placed special emphasis
on a major future component,
Closure and Reclamation. This
means that well in advance of commencing
mine activity for the Michel Coal Project, we
are spending time with those who have the
greatest interest in how we reclaim and also the
use of the land once the mining is completed.
It is a progressive approach that minimizes
environmental impacts and strives to keep the
ecosystem healthy throughout the mine’s entire
lifespan and beyond.

North Coal invited Ktunaxa knowledge holders
to participate in environmental baseline data
collection. The data was collected by Ktunaxa
elders, knowledge holders and citizens visiting
multiple locations in the project area at different
seasons of the year. The group provided key
information on the traditional land-uses of the
project area and the wildlife use in the study
area. The results of these studies have been
incorporated into the environmental baseline
studies and are assisting in the development of
the Closure and Reclamation Plan.

Our progressive reclamation approach is one
that ensures mining disturbances which are
completed, have commenced reclamation
activities shortly thereafter. It assists in protecting
air and water but also returns the land to a
functioning ecosystem for all those who depend
upon it. We will integrate new technologies and
the best science that’s available as a platform
for reclamation activity. More importantly, our
innovative reclamation objectives are integrating
cultural knowledge with the western science.
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Moving away from mining?

will be required for the growth of the LNG market.

Public demonstration and changing regulatory
requirements mean challenging times for the
resource sector. There remains one counter
challenge to this – you cannot provide for
the needs of the world without resource
development. The world needs materials
and products to create the renewable energy
technologies required for a sustainable future.
One must ask, where will those materials come
from?

Canada must be a leader in providing these
materials to support a sustainable future.

The majority of the materials needed to build
renewable technologies come from the ground.
For example, we will need more neodymium.
Neodymium is an element used to make magnets
and is in high demand for generators in wind
turbines and motors in electric cars. Society will
demand more lithium and cobalt for batteries and
energy storage. Copper is needed for anything
with an on-off switch. An electric car requires 10
times the copper than that of a fossil fuel vehicle.
Of particular interest to us is steel. How will steel
be used in a sustainable energy economy? It will
be needed for renewable infrastructure such as
hydro-electric dams and turbines, windmills, tidal
turbines, and LEED buildings. It will be needed for
energy distribution and battery manufacturing. It
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Mining is an essential part of a sustainable future.
Our country has an opportunity to embrace this
change. Canadian mining companies can and
should lead the way. The products developed and
produced from mining in Canada are some of the
lowest carbon-intense products in the world and
produced with the highest environmental and
ethical standards.

Staff Profile: Patty Vadnais
How did you first get involved with North Coal?
Prior to working for North Coal, I had the
opportunity to attend a number of public
presentations about the project. I was intrigued
by their approach to mining and the environment
and their commitment to communities and
indigenous relations. An opportunity came up to
join the team, and I happily accepted.
What is your current position and what
responsibilities does that include?
My current position is Communication Lead.
I get to tell the North Coal story, the same
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North Coal participates in Mining Association of BC
Mining Day at the Leg
one that attracted me to the company. I am
heavily involved in our open houses and public
communication pieces and prepare formal reports
like our annual sustainability report.
I am one of the first contacts with local
communities. And as such, get to learn about the
great things happening throughout our region
and try to identify ways North Coal can assist.
One of my favourite things has been getting
to know Brent Bidston of Angel Flight. Brent
shared with me the story behind Angel Flight
and its objectives. I learned about their mission
of providing flights for cancer patients in our
region, to care facilities. I also learned about their
connection with Elk Valley Air Search and Rescue
and the intention of buying a plane. It was an
honour to be among the first organizations that
helped them get their first flight in our area this
past summer.

What do you wish other people
knew about North Coal?
I hope people know that we deeply care about
the region and in particular the Elk Valley. The
decisions on mine design and environmental
management are made by considering this.
When the company was still in its infancy, our
now President identified the importance of
protecting water, and that without addressing
the water challenges faced in the Elk Valley,
future development would be challenging. That
philosophy set the culture for our company.
Drawing upon a wealth of knowledge and new
technologies we are striving to minimize our
impact on the environment and maximize the
benefit to communities and First Nations. We will
progressively reclaim the site as we go so that our
active footprint is small.

What do you like most about
working at North Coal?
I love working with start-ups. It may sound funny
to say North Coal is a start-up considering work
began almost seven years ago. However, many of
the activities are start-up in nature as we are not
yet actively mining. Start-ups require teams that
are adaptable and ready for anything. Our team
at North Coal is just that. One where everyone is
ready and willing to step up and learn something
new to get the job done.
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North Coal was a proud sponsor of the
Fernie Mountain Film Festival

Small town living
Have you ever stopped to think about the number
of organizations and activities that happen in the
Elk Valley? From sports and recreation, to arts and
culture, to fishing and hunting, there is a wide
range of activities happening here. It is a part of
what makes living here so great.

youth hockey tournaments, the Crowsnest Pass
Can-do Festival, Elk Valley Old School Boxing
Club Judgement Night, Fernie Mountain Film
Festival, and the Salvation Army Christmas giving
drive. Our team is looking forward to Griz Days
and watch for us in the bed races!

North Coal is proud to support many of these
activities. Over the past few months, we have
celebrated with the Elkford Rod and Gun club,
the Sparwood Skating Club Ice Show, two Fernie

Congratulations to all the event organizers and
volunteers who make this valley a great place to
live.

Supporting College of the Rockies
Giving Tuesday Campaign
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At the BC Natural Resources Forum
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